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Preface

Tralee is planning for its future and we are seeking your
views.

Tralee Town Council as Planning Authority is required under
Part 1l of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as
amended, to review its 2003-2009 Development Plan. The
Development Plan sets out the overall strategy for the proper
planning and sustainable development of the town for the next
six years and must consist of a written statement and plans
indicating the development objectives for the town.

The Development Plan sets out a strategic spatial framework
within which to guide development over the period of the
plan. The making of a new development plan is an
opportunity to ensure that a framework is provided to facilitate
and structure new development. The development plan
creates the vision for Tralee and should focus on identifying,
managing and developing the intrinsic qualities of the town.

The new Development Plan covers the period 2009-2015 by
which time Tralee will celebrate the 8™ centenary of its
foundation.

This issues document is intended to explain the process,
highlight issues, stimulate debate and encourage public
participation. We welcome your views and suggestions in
writing to the Planning Department, Tralee Town Hall, Princes
Quay, Tralee or via email to townplan@traleetc.ie  on or
before Wednesday, 19" December, 2007.
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1. Introduction

Tralee Town Council as Planning Authority is
required under Part Il of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 as amended, to review its
2003-2009 Development Plan. The Development
Plan sets out the overall strategy for the proper
planning and sustainable development of the
town for the next six years and must consist of a
written statements and plans indicating the
development objectives for the town. The
Development Plan sets out a strategic spatial
framework within which to guide development
over the period of the plan. The making of a new
development plan is an opportunity to ensure that
a framework is provided to facilitate and structure
new development. The development plan
creates the vision for Tralee and should focus on
identifying, managing and developing the intrinsic
qualities of the town.

1.1 Timeframe

The 2003 Tralee Development Plan was adopted
in November 2003. Within a period of four years
from this date Tralee Town Council is obliged to
commence the review process for the adoption of
the new plan. This new plan must be adopted
before November 2009. The formal review of the
Tralee Town Development Plan begins with an
initial pre-draft public consultation intended to
elicit the views of the public on issues pertaining
to the future development of the town. This initial
public consultation stage is for a period of 8
weeks from 24/10/07 to 19/12/07. During this
period members of the public are invited to make
submissions and  observations on the
review. These submissions will be considered,
summarised and categorised and the issues
raised will be brought before the members of
Tralee Town Council for their consideration. See
Appendix 1 for Time Schedule.
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1.2 Public Participation

Public participation is an essential element in the
planning process, and in particular the formation
of planning policies which will shape the future
development of Tralee. The Tralee Town
Development Plan review provides a number of
opportunities for public participation throughout
the process as follows:

A. Submissions to Issues Paper:  This issues
document will form the basis of a period of public
consultation lasting 8 weeks. The issues
document is intended to explain the process,
highlight issues, stimulate debate and encourage
public participation. During this period an open
day will be organised at which members of the
public will be able to discuss issues with staff of
the Planning Department.

B. Submission to the Draft Plan _: Once the
draft plan is completed it will go on public display
for a period of at least 10 weeks. During this
time members of the public will be encouraged to
read the plan and make submissions on any
issue they wish. As in the pre-draft consultation
period, during this period an open day will be
organised at which members of the public will be
able to discuss issues with staff of the Planning
Department.

C. Submissions on Amendments to the Draft
Plan: Having considered the draft Plan and the
submissions received there may be material
amendments to the Plan. These amendments will
go on public display for a period of not less than
4 weeks during which members of the public
may inspect the amendments. Again an open
day will be organised to facilitate the public in
meeting the staff of the planning Department to
discuss these amendments.
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1.3 Context

Since the adoption of the 2003-2009
Development Plan, there have been many
significant changes in the external environment in
which Tralee Town Council functions. These
changes have occurred at all levels -
international, national, regional and local, and
they all impact directly or indirectly on the future
development of the town. These changes
include:

eeconomic growth

edemographic change including unprecedented
levels of immigration

edevelopment of infrastructure
edemands on existing services

esubstantial changes in the retail and commercial
sector

esincreased car ownership
epressure on amenities and heritage, and

elegislative requirements and statutory guidelines
as issued by the European Union and Irish
government.
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1.4 Hierarchy of Plans

The Development Plan cannot be a stand-alone
document but must pay cognisance to other
adopted plans and must provide a strategic
framework for the proper planning and
sustainable development of Tralee. Such plans
include:

*National Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2002-2020
*National Development Plan (NDP) 2007-2013

«the National Climate Change Strategy 2007-
2012

eSustainable Development : A Strategy for
Ireland, 1997

*Regional Planning Guidelines for the South
West region 2004-2020

*The Tralee Killarney Hub Strategy

*Housing Strategy

*Meitheal Chiarrai 2002-2011

*Regional Waste Management Plan 2004-2020
*Water Quality management Plan

*Kerry County Development Plan

*Guidelines for Planning Authorities (See
Appendix 2 for List of Guidelines)
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1.5 Content of the Development Plan

The 2000 Planning and Development Act sets
out the statutory content of a development plan
and outlines the following mandatory objectives:

*The zoning of lands for particular purposes
(residential, retail, commercial, amenity)

*The provision of infrastructure (roads and
sanitary services)

*The conservation and protection of the built and
natural environment

*Social, community and cultural requirements of
the town such as childcare, healthcare, education
and other community services

*Protection and preservation of the architectural,
archaeological, historical and cultural heritage of
the town

*Regeneration of areas in need of renewal

*Provision of accommodation for the travelling
community

*The provision and improvement of amenities

Submissions and observations regarding the
preparation of a new Tralee Town Development
Plan for the period 2009-2015 should be (marked
“Review of Tralee Town Development Plan") and
forwarded to:

Planning Department

Tralee Town Councll

Prince’s Quay

Tralee

Co. Kerry

Or E-mailed to townplan@traleetc.ie

The Issues Paper can also be viewed on-line at
the www.tralee.ie_ website.

The closing date for submissions is 5:00p.m.
on Wednesday 19 ™ December 2007
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2. Population and Housing
2.1 Population Trends

The 2006 Census results show that the
population of Tralee town has dropped marginally
from 20,375 persons in 2002 to 20,258 persons
in 2006 or —0.4%. Meanwhile, the population in
the Tralee Rural area increased by 611 persons,
or +4.3%. The 2006 census results for the
Tralee Environs, however, show an increase of
over 52% on 2002 figures. Census figures, for
example, in the Ballyseedy area of the town
increased by 273% over the same period, which
reflects the trend of suburbanisation and an
increased demand for urban generated rural
housing.

The table below shows population trends for
Tralee and Tralee Environs between 1996 and
2006. The table clearly shows the trend towards
demand for residential development outside the
town centre urban area.

As part of the review of the Development Plan
population projections will be required outlining
expected changes to the demographic structure
to the town.
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2.2 Housing Trends

The 2006 census shows that the average
number of persons in each household is steadily
decreasing, and is below both the county and
national average. This has implications for the
type of housing built, the demand for smaller
bedroom numbers, and also has repercussions
on housing density. There is a need therefore to
ensure that smaller family sizes and changes to
the traditional household type are accommodated
in the next Development Plan.

The table below shows Household Structure in
Tralee 1986-2006 and compares it to the
average figures for both County Kerry and the
State as a whole. The table shows that the
average household size in Tralee town is smaller
than that overall in County Kerry and nationally
also.

Source Central Statistics Office
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2.3 Residential Density

The current Development Plan highlights the
need for increased density in appropriate
locations, such as close to good transport links,
schools, community facilities and amenities. The
pattern of the development in Tralee has
historically been characterised by low density
suburban development which has resulted in
worsening traffic congestion along the radial
approach roads to the town, along with patterns
of unsustainable development, from an
environmental, economic and social
viewpoint.  However, there has been some
negative reaction to higher density proposals
where design issues and lack of community
integration have caused difficulties.

2.4 Residential Design and Layout

The design and layout of housing developments
can significantly affect communities and social
integration. Poor design, lack of open space,
social infrastructure and amenities has been a
problem in the past. The review of the
Development Plan offers an exciting opportunity
to address these issues over the coming decade

11

Issues Paper, October 2007



10.

11.

12.

Questions Relating to Population and Housing

How can changes to the household structure be best accommodated
in Tralee?

What kind of housing development do we want in the future?

How can appropriate social housing be provided to cater for current
demand?

How can we improve on housing design and layout?

What is your solution to the need to provide for high density
developments?

Can we provide family homes in higher density urban development?

How do you think social integration between public and private
housing can be accommodated?

Is it possible to create new communities in new housing areas or do
you think that it can only develop over time?

Are ethnic / minority groups properly accommodated in our housing
areas and are there any specific community or amenity requirements
for these sectors of our population?

How do we encourage people to live in the town centre?

Are there any other issues relating to population and housing that
should be considered?

How can we improve design to further increase public safety in the
town?

12
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3. Sustainable Development Strategy
3.1 Zoning and Land Use Strategy

A settlement strategy provides a framework for the
spatial distribution of development in
Tralee. Sustainable  development means
development which meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs. It
determines where the pattern of development
should take place over the period of the
Development Plan.

In  order to promote Dbalanced regional
development, the National Spatial Strategy
provides for a gateway approach to urban
development whereby investment under the
National Development Plan is channelled into
designated centres. The gateway approach helps
to create the critical mass to spur growth in the
designated centres and in their wider zones of
influence. Critical mass means a required level of
population, employment, housing needed to
underpin growth. The choice of locations is based
on their potential to stimulate growth in the towns
and their zones of influence and on the quality of
their transport connections to other parts of the
country.

Tralee and Killarney have been designated as
linked hubs in the NSS providing both towns with
the opportunity to benefit from focused public and
private sector investment. The zoning of lands for
particular purposes within the town of Tralee is
therefore of critical importance as it identifies
where the main areas of growth and development
should occur. The questions therefore that need to
be asked include issues such as where should new
housing be located, where could additional playing
fields or open spaces be best provided, where
should new schools be located and so on.

13
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Questions relating to Zoning and Land Use Strategy

1. What should be the vision for Tralee town in terms of a sustainable

settlement strategy?

2. What kind of town do we want and should the character of the town
be kept or allowed to evolve as the town changes over time?

3. What areas in the town should be identified for uses such as

housing, schools, parks, recreation areas and so on?

4. Are there any other issues relating to zoning and land use strategy

that should be considered?

3.2 Economy and Employment

Tralee was formerly an agricultural market town
serving a large agricultural catchment area,
extending to North West Cork and West
Limerick. With the steady decrease in
agriculture, the town’s role has changed. The
decline in traditional employment modes has
served to change the focus of employment
opportunities in Tralee and its large hinterland. It
is vital to diversify the range of employment
sources within the town to ensure there is a
balance to the development and growth of the
town (other than solely residential-led
developments). The potential of the Kerry
Technology Park to further develop Tralee’s
employment base must be pursued. The Tralee
Institute of Technology also offers a trained and
expert labour force to facilitate prospective
employers. It will be important to ensure
problems arising from the continuing decline in
agriculture are addressed

14
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Tralee has seen a notable drop in its
manufacturing base over the last decade
reflecting national trends in this sector. In 1996
14.3% of the workforce was occupied in the
manufacturing sector, this figure subsequently
dropped to 10.8% in 2006. Construction in 1996
accounted for 7.02% of the workforce, whereas
by 2006 this had increased to 10.89%, reflecting
the boom in construction.

Source: Central Statistics Office, 1996 & 2006 Censuses

Questions relating to Economy and Employment

1. How can the Development Plan underpin and support economic
development and realise the entrepreneurial potential in Tralee?

2. In light of the continued decline in traditional industries such as
agriculture and manufacturing, how can Tralee overcome market
forces in the creation of a vibrant local economy?

3. The Clash and Monavalley Industrial Estates are currently zoned
for industrial development. Is this zoning too restrictive in terms
of the type of development it allows? What type of development
should be permitted in these Industrial Parks without undermining
the retail nature of the town centre?

4. The Development Plan can be used as a tool to improve the local
economy by making Tralee an attractive place in which to live,
work and visit. How best can this be achieved or developed?

5. How can the Development Plan facilitate future linformation, and
Communications Technology (ICT) systems/infrastructure?

6. Are there any other issues relating to economy and employment
that should be considered?
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3.3 Retalil

Tralee has been identified as the primary retail
area of County Kerry and policies in the current
Tralee Development Plan seek to acknowledge
and underpin this fact. Furthermore, the vibrancy
and vitality of Tralee town centre has been
identified in the current development Plan as
fundamental to the town’s growth. In addition,
Tralee is fortunate to have a national award-
winning retail park, located at Manor West, which
provides a strong regional draw to bring
consumers into Tralee. Recent trends in retailing
show that there is a demand for larger sized
homogenous units, ideally located close to
surface car parking and new forms of retailing
such as retail warehouses.

Traffic congestion, lack of car parking and issues
of accessibility and security are threats to the
retail health of the town centre. The success of
the Council’s existing retail policy objectives have
contributed to a number of town centre
redevelopment proposals, such as the
redevelopment of town centre sites, for example
the Tannery car park, the redevelopment of the
Abbeycourt area, the redevelopment of the
Primark premises providing for 5,557m2 of
development, the enlargement of Shaws, the
redevelopment of the old cinema site and the
recent grant of permission for the redevelopment
of the former Heiton McCowen site at Edward
Street.

The Town Council has ensured that local
shopping facilities are provided throughout the
neighbourhood areas.

Small scale neighbourhood retailing such as
grocery shops, butchers, hairdressers all serve to
underpin  the  provisions of sustainable
development and social inclusion and support the
local corner shop such as those at Manor,
Oakpark, Ballyvelly, Monavalley and
Mounthawk.

16
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It is envisaged that the Council will continue to
ensure that neighbourhood areas have easy
access to appropriately scaled shopping
facilities. In addition, the Council continues to
liaise closely with Tralee Chamber to promote the
town centre commercial sector. The Council has
also promoted and supported the town’s street
market through the provision of standardised
canopies and the provision of power supplies for
the street traders. The success of the town’s
street market is evident.

Questions relating to Retail

How can we improve Tralee town as a retail centre for the South
West region?

What influences your decision about where to shop?
How can the Town Centre be made more attractive for shopping?

Has the pedestrianisation of The Square improved your
experience of the town centre? Should pedestrianisation be
extended to other areas (i.e. The Mall)?

Do you agree with the policy of promoting local shopping
facilities, such as those recently developed at Oakpark,
Mounthawk, Manor, Ballyvelly, Monavalley and Caherslee?

What are the services that people need in a local centre? Should
we protect small or convenience outlets (and other commercial
facilities) given the trend towards larger purpose-built commercial
centres? How can we do this?

Are there any other issues relating to retail that should be
considered?

How can stronger linkages and synergies be developed between
Manor West Retail Park and the Town Centre?
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3.4 Tourism

Tralee has experienced considerable tourism
growth since the 1990s and given its pivotal
position in relation to tourist movements between
Killarney and the Dingle Peninsula, there is an
ideal opportunity to further develop the town’s
tourism potential.

The tourism base of the town derives from the
diversity and quality of its attractions including
cultural, leisure, sporting, entertainment and
recreational facilities as well as natural
amenities. In order to ensure that this success is
sustained and built upon it is necessary to upgrade
existing product and develop strong new products,
which, in turn, will lever private sector investment
in a wide range of accommodation, activities and
other ancillary services.

Tralee now has over 1,000 registered hotel
bedrooms and has in excess of 500 people
employed in the sector, therefore, it is imperative
that the town continues to develop its tourism
product to ensure that the sector can achieve its
full potential. Recent trends towards nature
tourism, walking and cycling holidays, festival and
conference business should be acknowledged and
supported in the Development Plan.

Questions relating to Tourism

1. What policies should be included in the Development Plan to

develop the towns’ tourism product?

2. How should the Development Plan ensure that the town’s tourism

attractions are protected and developed as an asset?

3. How can Tralee develop its full potential as a tourism destination
and how can visitors be enticed to stay in the town?

4. How can the Development Plan facilitate the development of the
nature and eco-tourism sector?

5. How important do you think tourism is for Tralee?

6. Are there any other issues relating to tourism that should be
considered?

18
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3.5 Community Facilities

The range of community facilities in Tralee town
is varied, comprising recreational areas,
educational facilities, childcare, sport and leisure,
open spaces and the Town Park. The provision
of this social infrastructure is a vital component to
our everyday lives and affects our use of the
town and interaction with its inhabitants. The
provision of such facilities is therefore a
fundamental element of proper planning and is a
strategic guiding principle of the current
Development Plan. The provision of community
facilities in a coherent planned approach is
therefore vital to the continued success of Tralee
and its future as an attractive place in which to

live, work and socialise.

Questions Relating to Community Facilities

Childcare:

1.

What policies to support childcare provision should be included in
the new Development Plan?

2. Are there any other issues relating to childcare that should be
considered?

Education:

1. Should new schools be provided in the town and if so, where?

2. How can we influence the wider use of school buildings and
grounds?

3. How should we encourage walking and cycling to school?

4. Should developers liaise with schools on educational needs and
provide education plans?

5. Are there any other issues relating to education that should be
considered?

6. How best can community groups have an input in the

determination of the provision of infrastructure in their area?

Other Community Facilities:

1. What other types of community facilities are required?

2. Is it appropriate that the plan should seek to retain existing sports
and recreational land uses within the town even if they are in
private ownership?

3. Are there any other issues relating to community facilities that

should be considered?

19

Issues Paper, October 2007



3.6 Social Inclusion

Tralee Town Council recognises the importance
of involving local people and communities in all
issues that affect their area. The Town Council
seeks to establish the partnership approach,
between the Town Council, local community
groups and relevant agencies as the basis for the
formulation of local area plans, or action plans,
which  reflect the real needs of the
community. The Town Council is committed to
maintaining good working relationships with
voluntary groups and organisations within the
Town, and to supporting efforts by communities
to provide and improve facilities and amenities in
their local areas. In addition, if present
demographic trends continue, Ageing will
become a significant issue for Tralee and Ireland
over the next quarter of a century with more than
1 in 4 of the population in the 60+ age
bracket. Therefore, in terms of preparing a new
Development Plan, the Council has the
opportunity to seek to redress areas of social
exclusion, including unemployment, income
poverty, ageing and disability issues and
marginalisation from social networks.

Questions Relating to Social Inclusion

The current Development Plan has a number of social inclusion
policy objectives. How can these policies be improved upon and
are they working?

What are the needs of ethnic and minority groups? How can the
Development Plan further the integration of these groups into the
wider Tralee community?

Do you think that Tralee is a socially inclusive town and how can
this be achieved and supported though the planning process?

How can poverty-proofing objectives be realised through the
planning process?

How can Tralee planning policy help to create an Age-Friendly
built environment?

Are there any other issues relating to social inclusion that should
be considered?
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3.7 Transportation

The 2003 Development Plan highlighted the need
for sustainable transport system in Tralee and
stressed the need for strong public support for
other forms of transport other than the car
including public transport, promoting walking and
cycling.

The growth of Tralee as a major employment
centre and leisure destination, coupled with a
more dispersed residential population and
structural decline within the agricultural and
manufacturing sector means that Tralee is now a
major commuter as well as visitor
destination.  This is causing severe traffic
congestion on the major roads into the town,
particularly from the north and east.

The radial nature of the road network means that
once traffic arrives within the town there are
major congestion problems associated with cross
trips between different destinations. This needs
to be addressed by relieving inner roads of traffic,
coupled with a package of complementary
measures to reduce the number of cars on the
road though improvements to public transport,
the introduction of park and ride, implementing
appropriate town centre car parking policies and
encouraging walking and cycling for more local
journeys through new infrastructure and better
integration of land uses.

21
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10.

11.

12.

Questions Relating to Transportation

How can we develop policies to reduce dependency on the private car?
How can we reduce traffic congestion in Tralee?

The People’s Bus is a valuable resource. How can this facility be further
developed?

The Tralee LUTS strategy and the current Development Plan
recommend that park and ride facilities would be provided. Do you think
this is a good policy that should be pursued?

It can sometimes take longer to drive than to walk or cycle in town. How
do you think that the Development Plan can be used to influence how
people get to school or work?

The provision of car parking in the town centre makes driving an
attractive alternative to more sustainable means of transport. How can a
balance be achieved to ensure that the town is user friendly while
promoting sustainable methods of transport?

Is additional car parking required in the town and where should it be
located?

Are there particular traffic congestion bottlenecks that need to be
addressed?

Congestion occurs at very short peak-time periods. What practical
measures could be taken to alleviate congestion at peak periods?

What improvements can be made to further pedestrian safety, cycle
facilities, and traffic calming?

Should provision be made for a light rail corridor in Tralee in the future?

Are there any other issues relating to transportation that should be
considered?

22
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3.8 Drainage, Wastewater Treatment, Water
and Water Conservation

The provision of adequate infrastructure to
accommodate growth in Tralee town is a vital
component of the development of the town. The
Town Council is committed to improving,
upgrading and extending the current range
of water services in the town. Recent
sustainable improvements include the use of
separate systems to reduce the amount of
excess water entering the treatment plant, the
implementation and realisation of policies in
relation to Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
(SUDS) to control storm water flooding in areas
of Tralee, the continuing improvements to the
potable water supply network including
replacement of cast iron water pipes and lead
connections as well as continuing improvements
to service lands zoned for new developments.

Questions Relating to Drainage, Wastewater
Treatment, Water and Water Conservation

How can we ensure that the provision of infrastructure meets the
demand for future development?

The Kerry Local Authorities has carried out major investment in
water conservation projects with the aim of reducing wastage of
drinking water. What are your views on the protection of this
resource?

Water conservation measures such as dual flush systems, rain
water collection and reuse of grey water are all measures that
can be used to reduce demand for potable water. Should the
Development Plan contain water conservation policies for future
housing developments as well as commercial developments? If
so, what policies would you like to see included?

How can Tralee address the issue of Climate Change?

Are there additional measures that can be taken to alleviate the
risk of future flooding?

Are there any other issues relating to drainage, wastewater
treatment, water and water conservation that should be
considered?
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3.9 Energy, Waste and Telecommunications

The provision of adequate waste recovery and
recycling facilities is clearly an important part of
the growth of Tralee, as is the provision of energy
and telecommunications network commensurate
with a thriving county capital. Waste
management objectives for the town are
contained within the Waste Management Plan for
the Kerry region. It is clear however that there is
a need for a civic amenity site where the public
can bring their recyclable products for
disposal. Littering and dumping problems at
bottle banks around the town are issues that also
need to be addressed.

Telecommunications infrastructure is vital to the
continuing economic development of the
town. Issues to be considered in the review of
the plan include the role the Development Plan
can play in facilitating broadband connectivity
and encourage e-business development.

Questions Relating to
Energy, Waste and Telecommunications

Are the existing recycling facilities adequate to meet demand in
the town?

The current Development Plan requires all new developments to
provide on-site refuse and recycling storage facilities. What can
be done for existing or older premises that store refuse on the
public thoroughfare? Should the Council consider the provision
of a centrally located refuse/ recycling storage facility in the town,
and if so where?

What policies should be included to promote sustainable energy
use?

How can the issue of energy use and energy supply be
highlighted?

How can we ensure that the town is served by up to date
telecommunications?

Should we consider sustainable, renewable energy saving
devices such as district heating systems in new developments?
Windfarms have been successful in rural areas. Can windfarms
or individual turbines be accommodated in the urban area and if
so, where?

Are there any other issues relating to energy, waste and
telecommunications that should be considered?
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3.10 Built Heritage

Tralee Town is almost 800 years old. While the
medieval town has all but disappeared, the
town’s rich archaeological and architectural
heritage is an important resource that could be
further developed. Indeed, public support in
redevelopment and conservation projects, re-use
of historic buildings and interest in town centre
archaeological digs clearly demonstrates that the
built heritage is intrinsic to people’s link with the
town.

The town’s present architectural character and
street pattern has evolved over the
centuries. The pace of recent development and
the pressure for greater economic returns for
building projects has led to great demands being
placed on the town’s built heritage. The
continuing loss of features by stealth such as
nineteenth century windows, post boxes, gas
lamps, original railings, slate-hung buildings, old
shopfronts, fan lights, boot  scrapers,
inappropriate repairs to protected structures and
so on, slowly erode the town’s character giving
rise to homogeneity, resulting in a town that is
the same as everywhere else

25
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Questions Relating to Built Heritage

Are there structures or groups of buildings or areas that you think should
be protected?

How can we improve on the dissemination of knowledge of our
archaeological heritage?

Should redevelopment policies focus on traditional architectural forms or
permit modern and contemporary styles?

Do you think the current policies for protecting the built heritage are
adequate or do you think that additional policies are required?

Changes to the road network can have a serious impact on the town’s
traditional street pattern and character of the town. How can the Council
balance the need for road improvements with conservation of the town’s
built heritage?

The Council recognises that education is a key instrument to promoting
the protection of the built heritage. How can this be achieved?

Should the Council consider the use of historic plaques and signage to
improve public awareness of Tralee’s rich built heritage?

Are there any other issues relating to built heritage that should be
considered?
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3.11 Natural Heritage / Open Space

The town of Tralee supports a rich natural
heritage including the Lee Valley, the Town Park,
Oakpark Wood, the Ship Canal, River Lee, Big
River and associated varied wildlife and
habitats. The Heritage and Biodiversity Plan
2008-2012, published by Kerry County Council,
seeks to provide a framework for the
management, education and protection of the
county’s heritage and biodiversity.

Trees and hedgerows throughout the town also
act as important wildlife corridors and
habitats. However, pressure for development
has resulted in loss of much of the town’s
hedgerows and natural habitats. Strengthening
the protection of the town’s natural heritage is an
important issue for the next Development Plan.

Questions Relating to Natural Heritage

1. Are there any trees or groups of trees that you think should be
protected?

2. How best can we accommodate development while ensuring that
the town’s natural heritage and biodiversity is protected and
enhanced?

3. How can we provide for greater access to and enjoyment of the

town’s natural heritage?

4. Do you think that the town’s natural heritage is adequately and
actively utilised as a resource?

5. How can the Development Plan protect historic landscapes such
as estates and demesnes in the town while allowing for
commercial realities?

6. What further uses can be made of the Lee Valley, the Ship Canal
and the Basin?

7. How can we sustain and extend existing recreational areas for
future generations, for example new neighbourhood parks?
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3.12 Town Centre

The current Development Plan seeks to enhance
and develop the viability and vitality of the town
centre as these characteristics are central to
sustaining and enhancing the town
centre. Vitality is a measure of how active and
buoyant a centre is, whilst viability refers to the
commercial well-being of the town. In
combination, they reflect the economic health of
the town centre. Indicators include diversity of
retail functions, general amenity, vacancy rates,
accessibility, pedestrian flows and perception of
safety and occurrence of crime.

Urban design issues are also an important
component in creating and sustaining the town’s
character. Tralee Town Council will continue to
foster the viability and vitality of the town centre
and will ensure that development proposals
sustain and support the town centre. The
Councll has recently completed the
pedestrianisation project in the Square which has
improved the environmental domain of the town
centre. The recent Irish Planning Institute Urban
Design Award for The Square has shown the
Council’'s commitment to ensuring that the town
centre is a dynamic, cultural, economic and
social place in which to work, visit and live.

The recent works on Ashe Street have also
greatly improved the public domain. In addition,
a large number of housing units have been
constructed in the town centre area since the
adoption of the Plan supporting the policy
objective to provide sustainable residential
accommodation within the town.
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10.

11.

12.

Questions Relating to the Town Centre

The town centre is a vibrant and successful urban area. How can the
complementary relationship between the town centre and the suburban
retail park at Manor West be strengthened?

Are there particular areas where height restrictions should be imposed?

Should more areas of the town centre be pedestrianised to improve the
experience of the town centre such as The Mall; Bridge Street; Rock
Street; Russell Street; New Road; and Island of Geese?

The Council currently has a policy to restrict certain uses in the heart of
the town such as betting shops, stand-alone takeaways and
casinos/video-amusement halls. Should this policy be continued?

How can the Development Plan be used to make the town a safer place?

Is there an adequate range of retailing in the town centre or do you think
that certain type of retailing should be located elsewhere around the
town?

Do you think it is important to have a large food retailer in the town
centre?

The town centre is a defined area in the current Plan. Should this area
be revised?

What, in your opinion, is the role of the town centre?

What further social or commercial uses should be encouraged in the
town centre?

How can The Square be better utilised?

Are there any other issues relating to the town centre that should be
considered?
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3.13 Strategic Environmental Assessment

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a
new policy tool which aims to provide a
framework for influencing decision making. The
assessment also plays a role in assessing the
cumulative impact of implementing a plans
objectives and it will therefore improve the quality
of the plan making process by facilitating the
identification and appraisal of alternative plan
strategies, raising awareness of the
environmental impacts of plans and encouraging
the inclusion of measurable targets and
indicators facilitating effective monitoring of
implementation of the plan, thus making a
positive contribution to subsequent reviews.

Because the SEA is mandatory for Development
Plans the first stage in the SEA process is
scoping. This is carried out to determine the
range of environmental issues and the detail that
will  be contained in the environmental
report. The process involves consultation with
the Environmental Authorities including the
Environmental Protection Agency. An
Environmental Report is made on the draft
development plan and is made available for
public consultation at the same time as the draft
plan. The environmental report and any
comments made in relation to it must be taken
into account during the preparation of the
Development Plan. Once the Development Plan
is adopted a statement must be prepared to
show how the SEA influenced the outcome of the
Plan.

Questions Relating to the SEA

1. What are the most significant environmental assets of Tralee?

2. How best can we accommodate development and also conserve

and manage these environmental assets?
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APPENDIX 1

Indicative Planning Process for the Review of the rRlee Development Plan
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APPENDIX 2

Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Governmeh
Guidelines for Planning Authorities

*Architectural Heritage Protection

*Architectural Heritage Protection for Places of Bfop
*Childcare Facilities

*Design Standards for New Apartments

*Development Contribution Scheme for Planning Auties
*Development Management Guidelines

*Development Plans Guidelines

*Funfair Guidance

sImplementing Regional Planning Guidelines

eLandscape and Landscape Assessment and Appendices
*Quarries and Ancillary Activities

*Redevelopment of Certain Lands in the Dublin Apeanarily for
Affordable Housing

*Residential Density Guidelines

*Retail Planning Guidelines

«Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)

eSustainable Rural Housing

*Sustainable Urban Housing Design Standards fortApnts (consultation)
*Telecommunications Antennae and Support Structures
*Wind Energy Development
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